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The scale of the problem

The Department of Education’s best estimate is that
over 75% of schools contain asbestos. The Health &
Safety Executive (HSE) summarised the extent of the
use of asbestos in schools:

“Of the approximate 20,400 primary schools and
3,400 secondary schools in the UK, some 13,000 were
built between 1945 and 1974, when the use of
Asbestos Containing Materials (ACMs) in building was
at its peak. Many other school premises would have
been refurbished during or since that period,
providing the potential for the introduction of ACMs
eg lagging, ceiling panels, partition walls, sprayed
coatings. This suggests that a high proportion of our
present schools contain asbestos and represent the
potential to release deadly fibres.”

Why be aware of asbestos?

It has the potential to cause disease including
asbestos cancer — Mesothelioma.

What is Mesothelioma?

Mesothelioma is also known as ‘diffuse’ or
‘malignant’ mesothelioma. Mesothelioma is a form
of cancer that affects the mesothelium, which is a
thin membrane that lines the inner surface of the
chest wall where it is known as the pleura, and
abdomen, where it is known as the peritoneum. It
also surrounds the organs found within these cavities,
for example the heart, lung and intestines.
www.mesothelioma.uk.com
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Even low levels of exposure can prove fatal.
Currently there is no cure for Mesothelioma.
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Where can | find asbestos in my
school?

You cannot tell if something contains asbestos from
looking at it. Check the Asbestos Survey and Register
which will show where the asbestos is and what
condition it is in. It should ideally have been carried
out within the last five years and it should be
updated annually.

Asbestos insulating board (AIB) looks like
plasterboard and can be in the walls, ceilings,
window and door surrounds and columns of any
room including classrooms, corridors, toilets, halls,
cupboards, gyms and swimming pools. It can be
above suspended ceilings. It can be anywhere as it
was used as a general building board.

Sprayed asbestos can be on the ceilings or around
the structural beams

Lagging can be around the heating pipes, in the
walls, loft and in floor ducting

Floor tiles can contain asbestos which is released if
they are damaged or worn

Be aware of the condition of the
Asbestos

If asbestos is not damaged or disturbed it will not
release fibres but if it is, then it will

If children can knock into asbestos walls or columns
there is the potential for asbestos fibres to be
released

If doors or windows are slammed and the door or
window surrounds contain asbestos, then asbestos
fibres can be released

Footballs kicked into ceilings can release asbestos
fibres. Vandalism can potentially release high levels
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Pictures pinned or stapled to asbestos walls or
ceilings will release asbestos fibres

If decorations are hung from the suspended ceiling
grid and the tiles are asbestos then fibres will be
released. Ceiling voids of schools can also contain
asbestos debris which will be released if the ceiling
tiles are disturbed.

Softer, more friable material releases fibres more
easily.

Action to take if Asbestos is
damaged

The action should be included in the school’s
“Asbestos Management Plan”

The room should be evacuated and preferably
locked

The damage should be reported immediately

Only trained, authorised people should enter the
room

NB: The room should be
evacuated and preferably
locked.
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About DAST

Derbyshire Asbestos Support
Team is a registered charity
which helps anyone within the
East Midlands who is diagnosed
with an asbestos related disease.
Our support is also extended to
family members and carers of victims
of asbestos related diseases as well as bereaved
families. Our holistic service includes help with
benefits advice, Government compensation and
advice about making a civil
claim through membership or
former membership of a trade
union or through our expert
panel of Solicitors.

We bring families together by
organising meetings,
conferences and support
events as well as providing
newsletters to share
information and support. We
also raise awareness about the
dangers of exposure to
asbestos.

Tug ?EWARE.’
DANGERS of ASBESTQg
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Campaigning

We campaign
to ensure that
victims of
asbestos
related
diseases
receive justice.
We are a
founder
member of the
Asbestos Victims Support Groups’ Forum (UK) which
comes together to fight for justice and best practice
for victims of asbestos related diseases.

Mesothelioma Vigil

Thank You

This project was produced in association with
TechsQUAD (part of the Quad, Derby).
www.derbyquad.co.uk
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Our thanks and gratitude are extended to Michael
Lees MBE for producing initial diagrams and
information on which this booklet is based.
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Disclaimer: The information contained in this booklet is for general
information purposes only. The information is provided by DAST and
we have made every effort to ensure that it is accurate. However, we
make no representations or warranties of any kind, express or implied,
about the completeness, accuracy, or reliability, of the information
contained in the programme.




‘Asbestos in Schools Bkit 7263.qxp_Layout 1 14/03/2015(#2:15 Page 8 ‘

S

Thank you to
all our sponsors

k\

f'd B UNISON
U n |te “cm T GM@VORK NCH :ranch

theUNION NCH Branch

1€ onparsons i

‘ RAYSONS l) THOMESOINS

OLICITORS STANDING UP FORYOU

The Cowley
‘A‘TI_ Family

the education union

ouncil 726

thi East Derbyghire District

w#DA0 [~ NASUWT

Ribestos Disease Ruareaes Onganionien The Teachers’ Union

esigned by Nor




